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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 10/20/05. 

Claims 30-49, and 54-57 are pending in this application. Claims 30, 34, 38, 42, and 46 
are independent claims. In the Amendment, filed on 4/28/05, claims 30, 34, 38, 42, and 46 were 
amended and claims 54-57 were added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 30, 33, 34, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 46, 49, 50, and 53 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Foreman et al. US Patent NO. 6,469,71 1. (Hereafter, it is 
referred to as Foreman). 

As per claim 30, Foreman teaches an apparatus for processing multimedia data, the 
apparatus comprising: 

A memory; and 

A processor configured to perform operation comprising: 

Generating segment group information defining a segment group that includes a plurality 
of segment s selected fi*om a multimedia stream, (figure 10, items 192) 
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wherein said segment group information specifies a group type and a duration for said 
segment group ad wherein the segment group information includes segment order information 
defining that two or more segments wherein the segment group are unordered; (figure 10, items 
192; column 12, lines 26-37) and 

Storing the segment group information in the memory, (figure 10, items 192; column 12, 
lines 26-37; It is inherent that the special effect would be stored in the memory) 

As per claim 33, Foreman teaches the apparatus of claim 30, wherein each segment 
contained in the plurality of segments includes a start time and an end time, (figure 9, item 186) 

As per claim 34, Foreman teaches a method for processing multimedia data the method 
comprising: 

generating segment group information; (column 1, lines 65- column 2, lines 50) and 

transmitting said segment group information to a client, 

wherein said segment group information (column 1, lines 56-64): 

defines a segment group that includes a plurality of segment selected from a multimedia 
stream specifies group type and a duration for said segment and includes segment order 
information defining that tow or more segments with the segment group are unordered, (figure 
10, items 192; column 12, lines 26-37 

As per claim 37, it is of the same scope as claim 33. Supra. 

As per claim 38, it is rejected with the same rationale as claim 30. Supra. 
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As per claim 41, it is of the same scope as claim 33. Supra. 

As per claim 42, it is rejected with the same rationale as claim 34. Supra. 

As per claim 45, it is of the same scope as claim 33. Supra. 

As per claim 46, it is rejected with the same rationale as claim 30. Supra. 

As per claim 49, it is of the same scope as claim 33. Supra. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31, 32, 35, 36, 39, 40, 43, 44, 47, and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Foreman et al. US Patent NO. 6,469,71 1 in view of Liou et al. US Patent 
NO. 6,278,446. (Hereafter, it is referred to as Liou) 

As per claim 31, Foreman teaches the apparatus of claim 30. However he fails to teach 
wherein said segment group information includes a level information. 

Liou et al. teaches an apparatus wherein said segment group information includes a level 
information, (figure 12, items 34, 36, 38, and 40) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Liou's 
teaching with apparatus of Foreman to provide user with a tree view of the video hierarchy. 
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As per claim 32, Foreman and Liou teach the apparatus of claim 3 1 . Liou further teaches 
wherein said level information can be described by multiple levels.(coiumn 1 1, lines 63-column 
12, lines 10; figure 12, item 40) 

As per claims 35 and 36; 39 and 40; 43 and 44; 47 and 48 are of the same scope as claim 
31 and 32. Supra. 

As per claim 54, Foreman teaches the apparatus of claim 30. However he fails to teach 
wherein the group type indicates that the segment group related to at least two objects represent 
in the multimedia stream. (Figure 12, items 36, 40, column 1 1, lines 60-column 12 ,Hnes 10; 
Each root node is an objects in the multimedia stream, therefore the 3^^* level leafs nodes have at 
least two root nodes in common) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Liou's 
teaching with apparatus of Foreman to provide user with a tree view of the video hierarchy. 

As per claim 55, Foreman and Liou teach the apparatus of claim 54, Foreman further 
teaches the segment group includes segment representing relation changes between the at least 
two objects, and the segment order information defines that the segments representing relation 
changes are ordered, (figure 10, items 192; column 12, lines 26-37) 

As per claim 56, Foreman and Liou teach the apparatus of claim 55, Foreman further 
teaches wherein the segment group information indicates that the segment group includes 
segments that represent highlights from the multimedia stream, (figure 10, items 192; column 12, 
lines 26-37) 

As per claim 57, Foremand and Liou teach the apparatus of claim 54, Foreman further 
teaches the segment group includes segment representing constant relations between the at least 
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two objects, and the segment order information defines that segment representing constant 
relations are unordered, (figure 10, items 192; column 12, lines 26-37 

Response to Argument 
Applicant's arguments filed on 10/20/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's argued Foreman fails to teach includes segment order information defining 
that two or more segmen^ithin the segment group are unordered. 

Examiner disagrees. During patent examination, the claims are given the broadest 

reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification. See In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 44 

USPQ2d 1023 (Fed. Cir. 1997). See MPEP § 21 1 1 - § 2116.01 for case law pertinent to claim 

analysis. In this case, the attorney suggests that this limitation is consistent with item 602 of 

figure 6 of Specification. Attorney indicates that since the character relationships listed in item 

602 are not ordered by users, therefore the relationships are unordered. Foreman teaches this 

limitation in a similar fashion. Foreman also displays a list of special effects that are not ordered 

by users, (figure 10, items 192; column 12, lines 26-37) 

Conclusion 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
interface indicating character relationships: 

US Patent 6,492,998, Kim discloses a content-based video story browsing system. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063, The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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